Hepatitis C virus infection in pediatric patients.
In contrast to our understanding of hepatitis C virus infection in adults, relatively little is known about the evolution and treatment of HCV infection in pediatric patients. Children at risk for HCV infection include recipients of multiple blood-product transfusions, organ transplantation and infants born to HCV-infected mothers. A proportion of HCV-infected pediatric patients do not have an identifiable risk factor. HCV infection is commonly detected in children previously presumed to have non-A, non-B hepatitis and cryptogenic liver disease. HCV infection usually leads to mild chronic liver disease in children but is also associated with chronic active hepatitis and cirrhosis. Interferon therapy is effective in a proportion of patients with chronic hepatitis C.